.TENT COOPERATION TRE. Y 



From the: 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINING AUTHORITY 



To: 

HARROP, John K 
DORSEY & WHITNEY LLP 
1001 Pennsylv^ia Avenue N.W. 
Suite 300, South 
Washington, DC 20004 
ETATS-UNiS D'AMERIQUE 



PCT 



WRITTEN OPINION 

(PCT Rule 66) 



DateofmEdSng 
(day/month/^ar) 



19.10.2001 



Applicants or aganfs fHe reference 
5263.01 


REPLY DUE within 3 month(s) 

from the above date of making 


InlemationaJ applica&w No. tniemattonal fBing dais (aay/monSj,yfiar) 
PCTAJSOO/31740 17/1 1/2000 


Pilorlty dale (day/rmntti^af) 
17/11/1999 


Intemalfonal Patent OasslficaBon (IPC) or bolli natamcU dassiftaation and IPC 
G06F17/60 


Applicant 

DISCOVERY COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 



2. This opinion contains indications relating to the fcdiowing items: 
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Basis of Uie opinion 

Non-establishment of o(:rfnion with regard to novelty, inventive st^ and ^ 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regarc 
(Nations and exf^naticHis supporting such statement 



ily; 



3. The applicant is hereby invited to repfy to this opinion. 

When? See the fime limit indicated above. Tne appBcanl may, liefofe ttie exFrira^on of thai time fimit. 
request «iis Authority to grant an extension, see Rule 66.2{d}. 

How? By &fbmiltlng a written reply, accompenled, where afvoprlate, by amendments, acccrcfing to RUe 66.3. 
For tfte form the language of the ^endments, see Riies 66.8 and 66.9. 

Also: For an additional opportunity to submit eanendments, see Rule 66.4. 

For Uie examiner's ot^igatk»i to consider amendments and/br a^ments. see Ride 66.4 1^. 
For an informal comnunica^ with 0ie examiner, see Rule 66.6. 

If no reply Is filed. imemational prtiiminary examination report be est^lished on ttie basis of this opinion. 

4. The final dale t^ which the international preliminary 

examination r^n must be established according to Rule 69.2 is: 1 7/03/2002. 



Name and mailing address of the tntemational 
preliminary examining authoif^: 

Ey^opean Patent Office 

^ D-8a2ga Munich 

jy' TeL-h4989^TO-0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 



Authorized officer / Examiner 
G laser, N 



Fomii^Ues officer (Ind. extension of time limiK) 
Atienza VIvancos, B 

TelBphDiie No. -f49 o9 239d 7o9\ 
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i. Basis of the opinion 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
. the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this opinion as "originally filed"): 

Description, pages: 

1-82 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1-88 as originally filed 

Drawings, sheets: 

1-68 as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority In the 
language In which the international application was filed, unless otbenwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which Is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23. 1 (b)). 
D the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of International preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international af^lication, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 



D cOTitained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international ^plication in computer readable fomn. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequehfly to this Auttiority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

n The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been ^mished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in ^e cancellation of: 

□ the description. pages: 

□ the claims. Nos.: 
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□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since ihey have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to urwier item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

ID. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

1 . The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non- 
obvious), or to be inc^striaily applicable have not tieen and will not be examined in respect of: 

S the entire international application. 

□ claims Nos. . 

because: 

□ the said international application, or the ssad claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which does 
not require an international preliminary examination (spedf^: 

O the description, claims or drawings {indicate particular elements ftetow) or said claims Nos. are so unclear 
that no mesmtngful opinion could be formed [spedf^: 

□ ^e claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 

^ no international search report has been established for the sad claims Nos. 1-88. 

2. A written opinion caruiot be drawn due to the failure of the nucleotide and/or amino add sequence listing to 
comply witii the standard provided for in Annex C of the Administrative Instructions: 

□ the written fomn has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

□ the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 
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According to Rule 66.2.a (vi) PCT, the applicant is notified that an International 
Preliminaiy Examination wilt not be carried out because the claims relate to subject- 
matter in respect of which no International Search Report has been established. In the 
present case, gfven that no subject-matter has been searched, an International 
Preliminary Examination will not be carried out even rf the applicant amends the set of 
claims (Rule 66.1(e) and Rule 70.2(d) PCT). 



=o!m PCT/Separate Sneet/408 (Sheel it (EPO-Aprii 1997} 



